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Principal’s Message
Dear Avalon Family:

Our first semester has been very successful. Many of our students have demonstrated academic excellence 
by making Honor Roll. Athletically, both our soccer and volleyball teams had winning seasons. Our drama 
students put on a wonderful performance of Charlotte’s Web while our music students impressed us with 
their fall and winter concerts. Every week our Huskies showcase hard work and dedication within their 
classes and extracurricular activities. 

Reading is the most important skill for students to master. Our AR program is going strong, with each 
grade level and classes within the grade levels competing for the top spots. Research indicates that students 
who are readers typically perform better than nonreaders so please encourage your child to read a good 
book - or two - during the break. 

Finally, thank you to our parents for being an active participant in your child’s education. We appreciate 
the numerous ways in which you are involved to include volunteering at school events, attending school 
events, participating in Teach In, attending School Advisory Council meetings, being a member of PTSO, 
and more. We hope that you will continue being a part of the great things that happen at AMS every day. 

We hope that everyone has a restful winter break filled with family and friends. I look forward to continuing 
to work together in the new year.

Sincerely, Karen Furno

13914 Mailer Blvd
Orlando, FL 32828

Phone: 407-207-7839
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New “Parent Resources” Feature
As educators, we receive a lot of information related to child development 
that is not only useful to us, but also helpful to anyone dealing with 
a middle school child. We want to share this information with you 
which is why we have created a “Parent Resources” page that will have 
links to articles about topics including responsible use of social media, 

how to address bullying, adolescent characteristics, how to 
provide support to teenagers, etc. You can access the page by 

going to our school’s website (https://avalonms.ocps.net/) and 
clicking on the “Parents” tab. We hope that you will find this 
new feature useful. 

www.facebook.com
avalonms.ocps.net/home
https://avalonms.ocps.net
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Calendar
Dec. 20  End of first semester
Dec. 21  Teacher Workday / Student Holiday
Dec. 22-Jan. 6 Winter Break
Jan. 7  Students return after Winter Break / Begin 3rd Marking Period
Jan. 18  2nd quarter report cards go home
Jan. 21  Student Holiday – Martin Luther King Jr. Day
Jan. 23  Basketball Home game (Avalon vs. Union Park) - 5 p.m.
Jan. 30  Basketball Away game (Avalon vs. Timber Springs) - 5 p.m.
Feb. 4  Basketball Home game (Avalon vs. Arbor Ridge) - 5 p.m.
Feb. 6  Basketball Away game (Avalon vs. Discovery) - 5 p.m.
Feb. 11  Basketball Away game (Avalon vs. Union Park) - 5 p.m.
Feb. 13  Basketball Home game (Avalon vs. Corner Lake) - 5 p.m.
Feb. 15  3rd quarter progress reports sent home
Feb. 18   Student Holiday – Presidents Day
Feb. 20  Basketball Home game (Avalon vs. Legacy) - 5 p.m.
Feb. 28  STEAM Night – Cafeteria - 6 p.m.
Mar. 6  Full-day Wednesday - Regular Schedule - No Early Release
Mar. 15  Teacher Workday / Student Holiday
Mar. 16-24  Spring Break
April 2  FSA Writing Assessment

A Year of Kindness
Our Year of Kindness recognitions and celebrations continued during the second 
nine-week marking period. All students received a “Kindness is Contagious” bracelet, 
and we encourage them to wear it daily. On Unity Day, everyone wore blue to indicate 
their commitment to being an “up-stander.” In addition, our Fitness teachers started 
weekly “Kindness Challenge” lessons which take place each Wednesday.
Along with many other OCPS Middle Schools, AMS has accepted the Middle 
School Kindness Challenge. The challenge provides access to research-based 
curriculum and resources to help all teachers promote kindness by making kindness 
a practical, commonplace skill. The goal is to teach, foster, and celebrate kindness 
since kindness is strengthened by seeing, hearing and practicing.  The more our 
students see kindness, the more it becomes something they want to do. The lessons 
are customized and built around: Spreading Cyber Kindness, Strengthening 
Peer Relationships, Fostering Student Empathy and Developing Positive Mindsets. 
You can learn more about it by going to kindnesschallenge.com.
We will continue practicing a year of kindness at AMS throughout the year.  Kindness is 
contagious and practicing simple, regular kind acts nurtures empathy.  Kindness is powerful! 

Counselors’ Corner
As we progress through the school year, we want you to be aware of our Honor Roll 
Criteria. Please contact us for any concerns in regards to your student.
AMS Honor Roll Criteria (Per Grading Period)
1. Academic Excellence- (4.0 GPA) Students who get straight A’s on their report card 

(All high school honors classes in which a B/C was earned will receive a grade 
higher (weighted) FOR THAT CLASS ONLY. (For example – a B in Algebra I 
Honors is counted as an A, but an A in Algebra I Honors WILL NOT override a B 
in a 7th/8th grade advanced language arts class.) D/Fs will not be counted as C/Ds.

2. Academic Achievement- Students who score an overall GPA of 3.5-3.99 for 
the grading period.

Night of Excellence – Eligibility
3. All students who have earned a 3.5 or higher cumulative GPA for the 

school year. 
4. Quarter 4 is not used in the current year as the ceremony is before final 

grades are in.
5. All high school honors classes in which a B/C was earned will receive a grade 

higher (weighted) FOR THAT CLASS ONLY. (For example – a B in Algebra I 
Honors is counted as an A, but an A in Algebra I Honors WILL NOT override a 
B in 8th Grade Advanced Language Arts class.) D/Fs will not be counted as C/Ds.

6. High school classes that are not honors level (i.e. Spanish) are not weighted (i.e. a 
B in Spanish is still only a B). 

7. For 8th Grade 4.0 GPA for 3 years, a student must earn:
a. A for the FINAL GRADE in EACH 6th and 7th Grade class. Since 

we often get only final grades for student who transfer in, we do not 
penalize students who have been at Avalon MS all three years for 
getting, for example, a B for Q3 in 6th Grade Math as long as the 
final grade in that class was an A. A B as a final grade in a high school 
honors class will be calculated as an A.

 AND
b. As for EVERY (counting weights for honors classes) quarter during 

their 8th Grade year.
Notes:
• Any core/required academic class (including reading, if it was required) taken 

through any virtual school WILL be taken into account for NOE purposes.
• Classes taken at any high school will NOT be taken into account UNLESS they 

are core academic classes. (Example: Algebra II DOES count; Italian DOES NOT)
• Any additional elective classes (Example: Student takes 7 classes at Avalon but 

chooses to take computers through FLVS) will NOT be counted.
• Student must be enrolled as a full time student at AMS.
• Student MUST have grades for ALL quarters to be considered; i.e. student moves 

here in December but we never receive Q1 grades – student is ineligible since 
we cannot verify GPA for Q1.

Tech Corner
Parents, please remember that extra chargers are not for sale. Students can only purchase a charger if they 
lose or damage their current charger. In addition, students should be powering down their computer every 
week so that district mandated updates can install. 
Tech Hours are every day in the Media Center as follows:
• Before school from 8:45- 9:25
• 2nd and 6th period
• All lunch shifts
To attend, students simply fill out the online form via the link www.tinyurl.com/amstechrequest18 and then come to the Media Center during the next scheduled time after 
notifying their teacher. We will not call students down; it is the student’s responsibility to report to the Media Center for assistance with their devices.  
Finally, please remind your child that students are not allowed to download extensions to their browser that are not for school use. Extensions slow down the computer 
and can cause a host of other issues. We appreciate your assistance.

kindnesschallenge.com
www.tinyurl.com/amstechrequest
http://www.CrystalAdamsRealtor.com
http://Lach-Ortho.com
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Assessment Calendar
As you make appointments or other plans for your child that involve absences, please keep our assessment 
calendar in mind. Be aware that the dates are subject to change due to unforeseen circumstances.

FSA ELA Writing Component

6th, 7th, and 8th Grade Tuesday, April 2nd 6th PBT
7th and 8th CBT

FSA ELA
6th Grade Reading Session 1 Wednesday, May 1st PBT
6th Grade Reading Session 2 Thursday, May 2nd PBT

7th and 8th Grade Reading Session 1 Wednesday, May 1st CBT
7th and 8th Grade Reading Session 2 Thursday, May 2nd CBT

FSA Math
6th Grade Day 1 Monday, May 6th PBT
6th Grade Day 2 Tuesday, May 7th PBT

7th and 8th Grade Math Day 1 Monday, May 6th CBT
7th and 8th Grade Math Day 2 Tuesday, May 7th CBT

Science
8th Grade Only Wednesday, May 8th PBT

FSA Algebra1 and Geometry
FSA Algebra 1 and Geometry Monday, May 13th CBT

Algebra and Geometry Session 1 Tuesday, May 14th CBT
Civics

7th Grade Only Wednesday, May 15th CBT
 Spring Common Final Exams

6th- 8th Grade May 16th-May 29th CBT

CBT- Computer based test
PBT- Paper based test

MY LIFE BACK”
Former Patient - Recovery Solutions

TO SCHEDULE A FREE AND CONFIDENTIAL ASSESSMENT CALL 

407-281-7000

Inpatient Detox, Substance Abuse
and Mental Health Care

Often times life can be overwhelming. We are here. Let us help you
navigate through life’s sometimes unpredictable turns.

 
 
 

Adult Acute Mental Health Inpatient Treatment
Adult Detox Program

Adult Inpatient Substance Abuse and Co-occurring Disorder Treatment
Children and Adolescent Acute Care
Adolescent Residential Treatment

 

“I’VE BEEN GIVEN

2500 Discovery Dr. Orlando, FL 32826     www.universitybehavioral.com

 

Dr. Jannette Negron
Pediatric Medicine

407.635.3020

Dr. Annapurna Pattisapu
Internal Medicine

407.635.3021

Dr. Meredith Watson-Locklear
Obstetrics & Gynecology

407.635.3024

 

 

Avalon Park
Pediatric Medicine
Internal Medicine
3464 Avalon Park East Blvd. 
Orlando, FL 32828
(Located in the Publix Plaza)

OB-GYN
3701 Avalon Park West Blvd. 
Orlando, FL 32828

We know you need care that is convenient for you, 
so we decided to become residents of Avalon Park, 

too. We offer early morning and weekend hours to 
accommodate busy lifestyles. OrlandoHealth.com/ AvalonPark

http://www.universitybehavioral.com
http://OrlandoHealth.com/AvalonPark
http://ExpressOilOrlando.com
http://EliteDentistry.com
http://www.LilAnthonysAvalonPark.com


4 Clubs Curriculum
Avalon Middle School has a wide variety of clubs and extracurricular activities 
available to students. A complete list of clubs along with the meeting days / times, 
locations, and sponsors can be found on our website https://avalonms.ocps.net in 
the Clubs section. Please encourage your child to get involved.
Beta Club
Beta Club has been very successful with our Pop Tab collection. Please continue 
to bring in pop tabs to help the Ronald McDonald House raise money for kids 
with cancer. All donations are due March 2019.   Also, the AMS Beta Club has 
started a new project, “A Million Thanks.”   Our students wrote letters for U.S 
soldiers, thanking them for their service.  
Drama Club / Jr. Thespian Club
Our Jr. Thespians participated in the District 8 Competition. Our students 
competed with an original One Act Play called Come to the Table, written and 
directed by Kate Kilpatrick. The students won a Superior for both acting and 
tech and will be advancing to the 2019 Florida State Jr. Thespians Festival in 
February. Our students with Individual Events (IE’s) also did an amazing job and 
received many “Superior” and “Excellent” awards for their performances and 
presentations. Great job, AMS Thespians!! We are very proud of you!
FFA
Tons of things are going on in our FFA family! What’s going on right now? 
Right now our FFA chapter is working on getting our competition teams ready 
to compete. This includes our Horse Evaluation, Creed, Extemporaneous and 
Prepared Speakers, and Opening and Closing Ceremonies teams. The chapter 
horse evaluation team has been working super hard for the past months meeting 
every Tuesday and Thursday mornings. Our team went to their horse evaluation 
competition on November 27 in Ocala.   Team members evaluated three classes 
of halter horses and identified fifty items commonly used in the horse industry.  
The trip was very cold, and the event was challenging, but everyone had a lot 
of fun. Our chapter officers and public speakers attended their sub-district 
competitions on December 11. Our chapter participated in the “Adopt an Angel” 
program as our winter service project. Students collected clothes, shoes, toys, etc. 
to give a boy and a girl a happy holiday. AMS FFA hopes that you had a wonderful 
Thanksgiving, and that everyone remembers to be thankful every day for the 
agriculture industry, which provides all of the good food that we eat every day!
Huskies Coding Club
The Husky Coders are getting ready for our SECME competition. This year’s 
club is looking fabulous. Last year our coders came away with three awards 
and this year looks promising too!
National Junior Honor Society
In September, our NJHS students sold tattoos for Breast Cancer Awareness and 
made $150 for our Relay for Life Team. October found our students passing out 
kindness cards to students in the courtyard. For our winter project, students 
helped with the Thanksgiving food drive. In January, the NJHS will have a Skate 
Night- with proceeds going to Relay for Life.
Student Council
Our students conducted an Angel Drive for toys from December 10th through 
December 21st. They also sold Santa Grams from December 17th- 21st. Finally, 
students will get into the holiday spirit in the new year by selling Valentine’s grams 
from February 11th – 14th. Our Student Council uses the funds generated from 
these sales to sponsor various student events at our school.
Twirling Club
Twirling Club meets the first and third Thursday afternoon of each month from 
4:00 to 5:00 p.m. in Room 728, Mrs. Winchester’s classroom. The club is a great 
way to prepare for high school majorettes and is a lot of fun!  Batons are provided, 
and there is no cost for attending. 

Band
Our Jazz Band had community performances at the Holiday Wine Walk on Dec. 
6th in Downtown Avalon and the Jingle Bell Run on Dec. 8th at Baldwin Park. 
Our Winter Concert at AMS  featured the entire band program. Thirteen of our 
band students auditioned for the All County Honor Band & Jazz Band, which gives 
them an opportunity to perform in January with a guest clinician and band students 
from schools around the county! Coming up in the 3rd quarter: All County Band 
Performance (Sat. 1/26 @ 5:30 @ Winter Park HS PAC), Music Performance 
Assessments (MPA) for Jazz Band on 2/14 & 2/15 and 3/7-3/9 for Wind Ensemble.
Chorus
AMS Chorus has had a wonderful 2nd nine weeks, and we are looking 
forward to great things in January!
At the end of October, we had eight awesome students represent AMS Chorus 
(the most ever) in the American Choral Directors’ Association Tenor-Bass 
Chorus. Ethan Case, Diego Galan, Joshua Gauthier, Joseph Gino, Gabriel Nair, 
Gio Santiago, Justin Touhey, and Matthew Williams represented AMS with pride, 
hard work, and awesome singing. Way to go!!
OCPS held the All-County Chorus in early November, and AMS Chorus was 
proud to be represented by Natalie Craiker, Alejandro Diaz, Joshua Gauthier, 
Kristen Park, Maya Robertson, Maggie Wu, Addison Berry, Summer Ferguson, 
Kameryn, Gabriel Nair, Elizabeth Zeller, and Isaac Zimmerman in both the 
Treble and Mixed Choirs. The concert was beautiful, and the students represented 
AMS with true excellence. Congratulations to our All-County singers!
In mid-November, Avalon Singers performed at Disney Springs and had a fantastic 
time. They were fantastic in this professional performance, and had so much fun.
Finally, All-State Chorus results are in, and six incredible students (more students 
than we’ve had earn this honor in five years) will be representing AMS in the 
highest-level choir in the state. Congratulations to Chloe Abreu, Natalie Craiker, 
Kat Lesinski, Kristen Park, Nicole Quimby, and Maggie Wu, and thank you to 
everyone who auditioned for your hard work and dedication to your craft!
Orchestra
AMS Orchestra had several students participate in the OCPS All-County Orchestra 
in November.  This year’s All-County participants were:   Emily May (Honors), 
Stephen Rieckhoff (Auditioned), and Illeana West (Honors). The orchestras sounded 
amazing! We are very proud of these students’ hard work and dedication. Maya 
Robertson was selected to represent AMS for the 2019 Florida Music Educators 
Association’s Middle School Honors Orchestra that will be held in January. Maya 
will join other students from around the state to perform in Tampa. AMS Orchestra 
wishes everyone a wonderful holiday season and a Happy New Year!
Spanish
In Spanish classes, our students are working hard not only learning the 
language, but also learning from their customs and traditions. This is a 
great time to let our students and staff know how some Hispanic countries 
celebrate Christmas. Spanish 1 and 2 are learning about culture, and they 
are doing parrandas. Parrandas are the Puerto Rican version of caroling. 
It is marked by singing traditional Puerto Rican music called Aguinaldos 
(Christmas Songs) and using traditional instruments, including guitars and 
cuatros, tambourines, maracas, palitos, and guiros. Beginning Spanish is 
joining Latinos in Action to present a Puerto Rican Christmas dance. 

https://avalonms.ocps.net
http://www.DCACairandheat.com
http://www.WomensFamilyLawFirm.com


5Curriculum
PE
Fitness classes are starting new rotations and bringing new lessons such as bocce ball, 
workout stations, and tennis to our students.  We are also continuing the Kindness 
curriculum with lessons focusing on the importance of respect and compassion.
STEM
The PLTW program is having a wonderful year with our outstanding tech 
students. Sixth grade students have completed their first course, Science Tech, by 
designing and building giant paper roller coasters. In January, they are changing 
courses and moving into the field of medicine with their new course - Medical 
Detectives. In this class, students will be taking vital signs, trying to survive 
outbreaks, and diagnosing mystery illnesses. They then move on to the fantastic 
voyage of the human senses and the dissection of the brain. Seventh grade has 
completed Flight and Space with a flight competition with hand constructed balsa 
wood gliders. They moved into Design and Modeling for the second semester. In 
eighth grade, Exploration of Electronics has wrapped up and students are starting 
a new course - Automation and Robotics. This course will cover automation, 
mechanical systems, and robotics. In our high school honors tech class (IED), 
our students are working toward their industrial CAD certification with Autodesk 
Inventor Professional. They have finished design process, technical sketching, and 
statistics and are now working on advanced CAD modeling.
Tech
6th Grade ICT- 1 students are learning how to code a three-page personal webpage 
using HTML. Students will learn how to create and share the content with web 
pages. After deciding what content they want to share with the world, they will 
learn how to structure and style pages using HTML and CSS. They will also practice 
valuable programming skills such as debugging and commenting. By the end of 
the unit, students will have a personal website that they can publish to the Internet.
7th Grade ICT -2 students are learning the importance of data in solving problems 
and highlighting how computers can help in this process. We will first explore 
different systems used to represent information in a computer and the challenges 
and tradeoffs posed by using them. We will then learn how collections of data 
are used to solve problems, and how computers help to automate the steps of 
this process. The chapter concludes by considering how the data problem solving 
process can be applied to an area of their choosing.
8th Grade DIT Students have earned their MOS certification in MS Word and 
now our students are working on certification in Power Point. We are so proud of 
our students who have worked hard to earn their certifications.

Language Arts
During the second quarter, our 6th Grade Language Arts students wrote their 
first essay of the year. These classes have an upcoming unit focused on the Harlem 
Renaissance and texts written during that time period. 
Throughout the second quarter, seventh graders have been working hard on text 
structure and argumentation.  Students have shown that they can analyze how 
word choice and structure contribute to a text’s meaning as well as evaluate an 
argument’s claims for sound reasoning and relevant evidence. They even debated 
select topics within class! Our next quarter will concentrate on comparing texts 
across a variety of media and author’s point of view. You should continue to see 
your student reading for homework on a regular basis. We encourage you to read 
along with your child and discuss the book together.  
In 8th Grade during the second nine weeks, the language arts students were 
very engaged while studying point of view and reading The Tell-Tale Heart. 
During the third nine weeks we concentrating on argumentative writing and 
looking at a variety of texts. We will be concentrating on reading literature and 
non-fiction articles about the Holocaust. Students will be comparing text and 
films/live productions and evaluating the choices made by the director. We 
are encouraging all students to continue to read 20-25 minutes at home daily. 
This is key for the students to improve both their reading and writing 
skills.Students should continue to read and take the Accelerated Reading 
assessments in class. There are many rewards for the students to earn. You 
can help your child at home by:
• Making sure your child is reading daily. 
• Asking your child about what they read.
• Having them reflect and write about what they read. 

Art
AMS art students Natalie Craiker,  
Alexandra Castillo-Restrepo , and Martine 
Sundsten’s rain barrels have been selected 
for publication in this year’s Orange County 
Utilities Conservation Calendar. We are 
proud of these students. 

skills.Students
http://drtaddeo.com
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Math
6th Grade Math students at AMS will begin the 3rd nine weeks’ curriculum with an algebra unit on 
equations and inequalities. Then students will move into the topics of geometry and statistics. In 
order to practice and master the 6th grade standards, students should consistently review by using 
their interactive notebooks and resources such as iReady, floridastudents.org, and khanacademy.org 
at home. Students should also continue to utilize the online textbook website through Launchpad at 
home for extra skills practice or to obtain any missing worksheets.
In 7th Grade Math, we spent most of the quarter working on 
ratios and proportional relationships.  This category has the 
most weight on the 7th Grade Math FSA representing 25% 
of the questions asked. Can you solve this quarter’s 7th Grade 
challenge question?  We will continue scaffolding content 
from this area, as well as from number sense from 1st quarter, 
throughout our content to help students review and retain 
their new knowledge. As we finished the semester, we began 
working with expressions and equations, teaching students the 
foundations to make them successful in Algebra.
In 7th Grade Advanced Math, students finished expressions, equations, and inequalities and a module 
on two-dimensional geometry. Students are beginning the three-dimensional unit discovering 
circumference, area, surface area and volume. Once we wrap up geometry, we will begin to understand, 
measure, and make generalizations using statistics. This will be followed by understanding, comparing, 
developing and approximating probability. 
For both 7th Grade and 7th Grade Advanced Math classes, we conducted our midyear iReady Diagnostic in 
December which will measure where our students are based on their ability. Results from the diagnostic will 
adjust their digital path providing them remediation needed to close any learning gaps. We are also starting 
to spiral in FSA review questions so we will be ready for the Math FSA. We will continue working through 
8th grade standards until the end of the school year so your child will be ready for Algebra next year! (If you 
attempted the challenge question and answered B then you are correct!)
In 8th Grade Math, students have covered determining if a relation is a function or not, unit rates, proportional 
and non-proportional relationships, slope and y-intercept of a linear equation, and analyzing and solving linear 
equations. To deepen students’ understanding, we have practiced the material by doing scavenger hunts, card 
sorts, digital activities such as Nearpod, Gizmos, and Quizizz, cupcake wars, and stations. The remainder of 
the second quarter was spent working on systems of equations. We learned how to determine the solution 
of a system of equation by using one of the three different methods. The methods to find the solutions of a 
systems are graphing, substitution, and elimination. Students will use their knowledge from previous units on 
interpreting and solving linear equations to solve real world problems involving a system of equations.
In the Algebra curriculum for the second marking period, we have been focusing mainly on modeling 
functions.   From interpreting functions from word problems to designing linear equations, students have 
been exposed to a multitude of forms that can represent functions. As we approached the end of the semester 
and the winter holiday, solving systems of equations was the next major concept on our agenda, followed by 
solving quadratic equations. Students should be prepared for the Algebra curriculum to take a harder turn as 
we move into more of the essential concepts that will appear on the End of Course Exam in January.
The first semester of Geometry has gone by quickly.  During the third nine weeks we will continue to focus on 
similarity theorems, right triangles, quadrilaterals and polygons as well as reviewing for the Geometry EOC. 
We will continue to review the skills through Math Nation, Khan Academy and iXL. The Geometry EOC will 
be on May 13th and 14th.  Please feel free to reach out to us anytime. We hope you all enjoy the Winter Holiday.

Curriculum

floridastudents.org
khanacademy.org
http://BattleOrtho.com
http://www.eastsidebistro.com
http://mistercarwash.com
http://lucyskincarewaxing.com
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Science
6th Grade Science at Avalon is moving along rapidly. The second quarter is 
almost over and the kids are working hard. The Comprehensive Science classes 
have been studying the Earth’s spheres - geosphere, biosphere, atmosphere and 
hydrosphere.   Nearpod is a wonderful digital tool that allowed us to examine 
parts of the world in 3D and experience how all the different spheres interact 
with each other.  We studied the layers of the atmosphere in detail and worked 
on the greenhouse effect and global warming. Energy transfer is the hot topic 
we are studying right now.  How is heat transferred???? CONDUCTION-
CONVECTION-RADIATION. We are using all kinds of activities to make these 
topics fun, interesting and exciting including Doodle sheets, Cornell notes, labs, 
Nearpod, Gizmos, Brainpop, and Bill Nye. Our goal is to keep students engaged 
and constantly learning something new.  
All advanced periods of Comprehensive Science are busy working on their 
ExploraVison projects. These projects are completed in cooperative learning 
groups of two to four students. They are completed mostly outside of school; 
however, teachers periodically will devote class periods to meet with their 
group members to collaborate on these exciting projects that have replaced the 
traditional science fair projects. These projects are due after returning from 
our break in the first week of January 2019. Examples, ideas, directions, and 
requirements can be located on the following site:   https://drive.google.com/op
en?id=1tgTMXD4O5lzWmok6WFQihlFONgOvDrtwP-gISxdL9Q0.
Life Science students are diving deeply into cells. We have explored cellular 
organization, the cell theory, cell organelles, prokaryotes and eukaryotes. We 
have used our expertise to investigate microscopes, microviewers, Gizmos, 
Clickers and Nearpod. We have also probed and researched twelve cellular 
processes and compared the relationship of photosynthesis to respiration. 
With all this background knowledge we were then able to scrutinize the Law 
of Conservation of Mass and Energy and to prove that energy can neither 
be created nor destroyed; rather, it can only be transformed or transferred 
from one form to another.
In 7th Grade Honors Earth/Space Science, our students have continued research 
and creation of a future envisioned technology for their ExploraVision project. 
Students also continued their study of astronomy by focusing on objects in our 
solar system and how they move. They learned how our solar system formed, 
and how this process leads to the differences between the characteristics of these 
objects. Students learned about our sun, including how it benefits life on Earth 
and the potential dangers it poses to Earth.  We finished the 2nd quarter studying 
the “life and death” of stars and how their properties change throughout this 
evolution.  Upcoming in the third quarter, we change our focus from space to our 
very own Earth. Third quarter finds students studying factors that affect weather 
and climate, how our Earth protects us and provides necessary resources, and 
factors that change Earth’s surface. Students will learn to view Earth as a system 
with a set of connected parts forming a complex whole. This is the foundation 
for understanding the impacts of each of these parts on the others, as well as the 
positive and negative impacts that humans have on our planet.
Comprehensive 2 7th Grade Science students in the second quarter studied 
our very own Earth. Students learned about rocks and minerals, their 

characteristics and how they form. Students continued their study of Earth 
by focusing on how Earth’s surface changes. We studied weathering and 
erosion and talked about how these processes affect Florida’s coastlines and 
our tourism industry. We finished the quarter by diving into plate tectonics to 
learn about volcanoes and earthquakes, where they are located and how they 
form. We talked about how Earth’s surface is continually changing as the plates 
move, including discussion points such as how and why the Atlantic Ocean is 
getting bigger each year! In the third quarter, Comprehensive students change 
their focus to life science. Students will have the opportunity to study DNA 
and cell reproduction, genetics and ecological relationships. This leads into 
lots of interesting discussions about traits, including traits they share with 
relatives and how personal health can be influenced by their genetic code. 
8th Grade Science students just wrapped up our unit on energy. The students 
learned how all objects that have mass have energy and how that energy is 
transformed.  Our advanced students are busy working on their ExploraVision 
Projects. They have worked incredibly hard, and we are very proud of their 
accomplishments! At the start of the third nine weeks, we will begin the heat 
unit. Students will dig deeper into the concept of heat and how heat is transferred 
by conduction, convection, and radiation. After that, we will “dive” into waves. 
Students will explore the parts of a wave, the electromagnetic spectrum, and 
light. We will also be hosting our annual Science Night on Thursday, February 
28th. You won’t want to miss it!  

8th Grade Honors students finished their motion and forces units. Students are 
engaged in their ExploraVision project, which is due the second week of January.  
In the third nine weeks, students will learn about electricity and thermodynamics 
before they dive in the exciting units of chemistry.

The third nine weeks will also bring about FCAT Review Projects for all of our 
eight grade science students.   We have developed mini units for each of the 
disciplines for the students in Regular, Advanced, and Honors classes to complete 
at home to help them refresh their memory on the last two years of science!
Art
AMS art students Natalie Craiker, Alexandra Castillo-Restrepo , and Martine 
Sundsten’s rain barrels have been selected for publication in this year’s Orange 
County Utilities Conservation Calendar. We are proud of these students.

Curriculum

Oration Contest
Avalon Middle will be participating in the annual OCPS Modern Woodmen 
Oration Content, which has been a tradition in OCPS since 1984. Our school’s 
competition will be in early February.  Any students interested should see Ms. 
Brett. Speeches are judged on organization, delivery and presentation, and 
overall effectiveness. Speeches must be a minimum of three minutes and a 
maximum of five minutes in length, and must be in the student’s own words. 
This year’s contestants will be asked how the unique challenges that youth 
face compare to the challenges encountered by previous generations. For 
further information, please contact Amy Brett at amy.brett@ocps.net. 
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Curriculum

Social Studies
6th Grade Ancient History will be studying the units of Israel, India, and China in the third nine weeks. These 
units will help the students understand the religions of Judaism and Hinduism, along with other eastern 
philosophies such as Buddhism and Confucianism. The students will learn about the Ten Commandments, 
the Great Wall of China, and Siddhartha Gautama. These units are a blast as the students typically do not have 
a lot of background knowledge on these ancient civilizations. 
7th Grade students learned a lot in their civics class during the second quarter. We finished our unit on 
citizenship in which students learned about the duties and responsibilities of citizens before delving into our 
elections and campaigns unit. This is one of our most dynamic units of the year, especially when there is an 
election happening. Students were able to evaluate candidates and conduct a mock election. We wrapped 
up the nine weeks by taking a look at the foundations of democracy in the United States as we discussed 
Enlightenment philosophers and historical documents that influenced our Founding Fathers. We then traced 
the events that led up to the writing of the Declaration of Independence and broke down the ideas laid out in 
the document itself. Students also had the opportunity to demonstrate their understanding of the Declaration 
by writing a break up text message from the colonists to King George and Great Britain using modern day 
language, text lingo and even emojis! During the third quarter, we will take a more in-depth look at the 
Constitution, Bill of Rights and several other amendments before studying the U.S. court system. Keep in 
mind that students will be taking their Civics End of Course Exam on Wednesday, May 15th. We will spend 
several weeks leading up to the exam reviewing the content we have learned throughout the school year. 
In October, 8th Grade U.S. History students experienced the trials and tribulations of the American 
Revolution, with the states ultimately prevailing at Yorktown. November had us facing the task of forming 
independent governments at both the state and national levels after the failure of our first constitution. Hail 
to the power of compromise! In December, we examined how the federal government developed under the 
leadership of George Washington and studied the precedents he established. The 2nd Quarter Project were 
turned in during the first week in December with projects representing a variety of learning modalities. 
Students submitted ballads, collages, board games, Nearpod presentations, and magazine article on Thomas 
Jefferson. During the third quarter, students will study the growth of the new nation through the War of 1812, 
early industrialization, and Andrew Jackson.

Athletics
The soccer season ended with the Lady Huskies 
traveling all the way to the final four in tournament 
play to end their season as one of the top four teams 
out of forty-four middle schools in Orange County! 
Congratulations again to Coach Shaw, Coach Macri, 
and all of the girl players. 
In volleyball, both the Huskies and Lady Huskies 
finished the regular season with an undefeated record of 
7-0 and claimed the Cluster banners! Both teams entered 
tournament play in hopes of earning the district title. 
Reminder: Sports Physical packets are due to Coach 
Tran by December 20th if your child is planning 
on trying out for Basketball. If they tried out for a 
previous sports this year, then they are cleared since 
sports physicals are good for an entire year. Tryouts 
will begin on Monday, December 7th when we 
return from Winter Break.
Track try-outs will not be held until March 4th, but 
students interested in trying out can join Conditioning 
Crew on Tuesdays and Thursdays in the courtyard 
after school until 5:30 to work on speed, endurance, 
shotput, long jump, and block starts. 


